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2025 wildfire statistics
• 229 fires
• 18,453ha burned

2024• 89 fires• 72,428ha burned
Five-year average• 86 fires• 24,649ha burned

Why are we seeing more largefires?
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Newfoundland
Record-breaking wildfire seasons across Atlantic Canada



Fire Weather Index (FWI): numerical rating of riskbased on weather and fuel available forcombustion

June 17, 2025

Dense forests (fuel) and a warming climate



Atlantic Canadian context? Still lots tolearn Forests are inherentlydifferent
Influenced by maritimeclimate & maritime events



People intimatelyconnected with forests(WUI)

Forests are inherentlydifferent
Influenced by maritimeclimate & maritime events

Atlantic Canadian context? Still lots tolearn



Workshop objectives
• Establish and enhance communicationsand collaborative opportunities
• Identify unique fire knowledge gaps
• Initiate a plan for Atlantic Canada

Wildfire managers, multidisciplinaryresearchers, fire managementpractitioners, Canadian Forest Service(CFS) researchers
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• Capacity constraints at all levelsin all regions
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Take home messages
• Capacity constraints at all levelsin all regions
• Lack of foundational data (e.g.,fuel types, weather data, droughtcode differences…)
• Need to weave togetherunderstanding of wildfire usingdifferent ways of knowing (e.g.importance of fire & tides)



Continue to maintainconnections and support eachother

Installing demonstration sitesfor experimental burning
Collect baseline data throughnational collaborations

“Of course! Lots of successes withbuilding relationships. Since the meeting,we’ve submitted proposals for a fewprojects. We’ve also been able to call onCFS for fuel grids, etc. Overall, a greatexperience to build capacity with ourneighbours.”-Laurie Holloway, Newfoundland andLabrador

“I had never met Laurie before themeeting. We both work as FBANS. Shecalled in June to be the incident FBAN atChurchill Falls. She could not leave theIsland. Through our conversations, I knewshe could produce Prometheusprojections remotely which she was ableto do for me. This worked great as I was inthe field the entire time during theincident.” -Danny Goddard, New Brunswick



Workshop #2 – Wildland Fire Canada – Oct2024

atlanticfiregroup-groupefeuatlantique@nrcan.gc.ca

What would a perfectcoexistence withwildfires look like toyou?

What doescollaboration looklike for science, firemanagement, andfire stewardship

What is needed to buildtrusted relationships atthe ‘working’ levelbetween all people

What can the wildfirecommunity at large doto ensure that yourvoice is being broughtto the table?


