
Realizing the Valueof Private ForestLands



Our Members – Nos Membres







An Underestimated Asset
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We’re Bigger Than You Think
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"The lack ofunderstanding of privateforests is a blind spot inCanada's forest andtrade policy, and as aresult, support programsfor the sector oftenoverlook their essentialcontribution.“
Andrew de VriesCanadian ForestOwners



• The Europeans and Americans havenational surveys of private forestowners; Canada does not.
• Canada’s last profile of private forestowners was published in 2003.
• Working with McGill University andthe CFS we are updating this workand proposing a systematic approachfor surveying private forest ownersacross Canada.

Filling theKnowledge Gap



• Private forest lands are keycontributors to Canada’scompetitiveness and Canada’s future.
• Private forest lands tend to producemore wood than Crown lands.
• We’re often closer to and have betteraccess to the mills.
• CFO would like to quantify the data,so policy makers have the evidence;e.g., number of jobs and taxesassociated with private lands.

Private LandCompetitiveness



• US Softwood Negotiations, US Tariffs
• European Deforestation Regulation(EUDR)

Ensuring PrivateForest Lands arerecognized inTradeAgreements



• Fiscal and Tax Policies
• Buy Canadian Wood ProcurementPolicies
• Species at Risk Act, Migratory BirdsConvention Act, Fisheries Act

Ensuring PrivateForest Lands arerecognized inFederal Policy



• Reconciliation is a necessary goal forall Canadians, and CFO stronglysupports this goal.
• Aboriginal title is recognized undersection 35 of the Constitution.
• There are no constitutionallyprotected private land rights inCanada.

UnderstandingAboriginal Titleand PrivateProperty Rights



• But the Courts have providedguidance on Aboriginal title and therole of provincial and federalgovernments (e.g., Tsilqhot’in)
• Policy Developments: Haida (BC)
• Legal developments: Wolasteqey(NB), Cowichan (BC), Saugeen (ON)

UnderstandingAboriginal Titleand PrivateProperty Rights



• Private forest land insurance iscommon in Europe, USA, Australiaand other countries.
• Policies exist in Canada but areexpensive.
• We are taking a group approach tothis challenge to bring down costsand increase availability.
• On March 18 we launched a Canadawide insurance package for Canadianprivate forest landowners.

CreatingMembershipBenefits -Insurance



• 20% of the world’s forests are privatelyowned.
• CFO is a member of the InternationalFamily Forestry Alliance.
• This helps us maintain contacts withour international partners.

Supporting FamilyForestry



Each year through the PeterdeMarsh Memorial Bursarywe fund the final phases of agraduate student's researchprogram.
Travel bursary helps youngparticipants attendinternational conferences.
The Chris Lee MemorialScholarship provides fundsto forestry technicians,undergraduates, or master’sstudents to pursue theiracademic career.

AdvancingForestryProfessionals &Research



Canadian private forestlands are overlooked andunder-represented.
CFO’s goal is to help changethat narrative and ensure aconsistent national voice forprivate forest landowners.

A National Voicefor CanadianPrivate ForestLandowners
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